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Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A process for preparing polyethylene glycol , comprising the 
steps of: 

dlstillina a triethvlene glycol from a glycol mixture consisting essentially of 
mono-, di-. triethylene glycol and higher glycols, at a pressure of from 5 to 
10 hPa and a temperature of from 140 to 160°C. 

ethoxvlating the triethvlene glycol in the presence of a basic catalyst to form a 
polyethylene glycol. 

with-a -wherein the polyethylene glycol has a residual content of less than 30 ppm 
aldehyde, determined as formaldehyde as specified b y i n Ph. Eur, European 
Pharmacopoeia, "macrogols" monograph 07/2003:1444 , by othoxylot i on of 
triothy l ono g l yco l i n tho proGoncc of q basic cata l yot, which compriooG a triothy l ono 
glycol wh i ch is obta i nod by d i st i l l at i on from a g l ycol m i xture cons i st i ng substant i a ll y 
of mono , d i- , triothy l ono g l ycol and h i ghor g l yco l s, at o prcssuro of from 6 to 10 hPa 
and a tomporaturo of from 1 4 0 to 160''C, bo i ng omplo l yod , 

2. (currently amended) A process according to Tho procoss as cla i mod i n claim 1, 
wherein the polyethylene glycol has a residual content of less than 15 ppm 
aldehyde. 

3. (currently amended) A process according to Tho procoss as cla i mod i n claim l-er 
2, wherein the polyethylene glycol has an average molar mass of from 190 to 

40 000. 

4. (currently amended) A process according to T ho procoss as cla i mod in claim l-er 
2, wherein the polyethylene glycol has an average molar mass of from 190 to 210. 
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5. (currently amended) A process according to Claim 1, The procoss for prepar i ng 
po l yothy l ono glycol as cla i med i n ono or moro of cla i ms 1 to 4 , by othoxylat i on of 
triothv l cno g l yco l i n tho prosoncc of a bas i c cata l y s t, whoro i n a wherein the 
triethylene glycol which is obtained by distillation from a glycol mixture consisting 
essentially oubstantia il y of mono-, di-, triethylene glycol and higher glycols, at a 
pressure of 5 hPa and a temperature of 140''C , bo i ng omp l olyod . 

6. (currently amended) A process according to Claim 1, T ho procoss as c l a i mod i n 
any of c l a i ms 1 to 6, wherein the basic catalyst Is a dried alkali metal hydroxide or 
alkaline earth metal hydroxid e boing omplolyod as bas i c catalyst . 

7. (currently amended) A process according to Claim 1. T ho procos s as c l aimod i n 
any of cla i ms 1 to 6 , wherein the basic catalyst is dried sodium hydroxid e boing 
omp l o l yod as basic cata l yst . 

8. (currently amended) A product obta i nab l e by a procoss as claimod i n ono or moro 
of cla i ms 1 to 7 A polvethvlene glycol produced by a process in accordance with 
Claim 1 . 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (new) A cosmetic or pharmaceutical preparation comprising an actiye ingredient 
wherein the actiye ingredient is a polyethylene glycol as claimed in Claim 8. 

1 1 . (new) A cosmetic or pharmaceutical preparation comprising an auxiliary wherein 
the auxiliary is a polyethylene glycol as claimed in Claim 8. 
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